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TEFAF Maasiricht 2025:

The Jewellery & Watches That Stole the Show

TEFAF Maastricht — Jewellery & Watch ‘picks’!

The European Fine Art Foundation, or TEFAF was
founded in 1988, and holds two major international
fairs per year, the TEFAF New York, covering Modern
and Contemporary Art and Design, as well as its
flagship event, the TEFAF Maastiricht, which ran from
15th-20th March this year.

TEFAF Maastricht showcases 7,000 years of art history
and provides international dealers and collectors
with the opportunity to present and acquire fine and
museum quality works, including paintings, sculpture,
furniture, collectables, books, and of course - fine
jewellery and watches.

If, like me, you have missed your first-class ticket fo
New York this week, here are my ‘top picks’ of the
pieces on display aft this year's fair.

Surely one of the jewellery ‘headliners’ at this year's
fair is of course Van Cleef & Arpels, who were
exhibiting around 30 pieces available to purchase
from their heritage collection. A collection | would
personally love to see, the selected pieces reflect
the maison’s impact and excellence in 20th century
jewellery design.

The Orsay Bracelet, a platinum ruby and diamond
bangle with VCA's signatfure ‘mystery setting’ —
an innovation in the 1930s of setting stones with
seemingly no metal holding them in place — and
a brand hallmark that continues info present
collections. This bangle dates from 1994.
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Another masterpiece on display is a plafinum,
tfurquoise and diamond necklace from the 1950s.
Dating fo circa 1955, this exquisite piece reflects the
brand’s appreciation for jewellery history, decorated
with floral garlands and a graduated design, and of
course fine furquoise drops.
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Epoque Fine Jewels from Belgium were also at the
fair, exhibiting an incredible Art Nouveau gold,
diamond, enamel and glass choker by René
Laligue. Dating to circa 1905, this exceptional
choker necklace is interspersed with Lalique’s
wonderful glass panels moulded with thistle flowers
and accented beautifully with a rich yellow gold
setting, brown enamel border and sparkling
diamond detailing. This was a real freat to see in
person!

(

\

Art Nouveau gold, diamond, enamel and glass choker by René
Lalique.
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Contemporary jewels to really catch my eye from
the fair are on offer from Hemmerle, Feng J and
Margot Mckinney. Hemmerle are previewing a pair
of beautifully naturalistic pinecone earrings cast in
copper and white gold, and accented with natural
pearls and diamonds. Meanwhile, Australian fourth
generation jeweller Margot McKinney has a typically
vibrant, vivid and colourful collection of jewels that
encompass a wonderful exuberance and joy- it is
hard to pick a favourite!
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Somlo London of Burlington Arcade had on display

two beautiful Patek Philippe pocket watches, each
exceptional in their own right, with an option for him
and for her.
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The first is an 18ct gold Perpetual Calendar hunter
pocket watch with equation of time. This fine
fimepiece dates to 1982, and is double stamped
with Patek Philippe, and the retailer of the piece,
Beyer of Zurich. A sophisticated, and complicated
fimepiece, this watch displays the difference
between mean solar fime, or our conventional time,
and true solar fime, based on the actual position of
the sun. Owing to the Earth’s orbit, this discrepancy
can fluctuate throughout the year, and is reflected
in the -15 and +15 subsidiary scale to 12 — now how
many watches can do that!
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My second selection from Somlo is this beautifully
decorated Patek Philippe fob watch, crafted circa
1889. Cased in 18ct gold and detailed with split
pearls, this fob watch is hand painted to the case
back with an enamel portrait of Saint Fabiola, an
early Christian Sainft.

So there we have it, my round up of the TEFAF works
and exhibitors to keep on your radar, whether you
are lucky enough to attend this international event,
or, like me, will be looking on enviously! Let us know
which pieces have caught your eye!
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