
Set to eclipse the hammer price of Paul 
Newman’s Daytona if this wonderful piece 
ever comes to auction, John Lennon’s 
Patek Philippe has been at the forefront 
of watch news for the past six months. 
Famously missing for thirty-four years, this 
iconic and elusive timepiece is currently 
embroiled in a near-decade long court 
battle in Geneva between Yoko Ono 
and an Italian collector, who purchased 
the piece via private treaty from former 
German auctioneers Auctionata. Set to 
resolve by the end of 2024, the outcome 
of this lawsuit is eagerly awaited by 
collectors and watch enthusiasts alike.

John Lennon’s ref. 2499 Patek Philippe watch was 
purchased just months before his death, as a gift for his 
40th birthday from wife Yoko Ono. She purchased the 
4th series 2499 from Tiffany & Co. in New York – cased 
in yellow gold, with the retailer’s signature on the dial, 
and possessing a single personalised engraving to the 
case back, which rather eerily reads, considering that 
Lennon was murdered just three months later:

(JUST LIKE)
STARTING OVER
LOVE YOKO
10 • 9 • 1980
N. Y. C.

The reference 2499 by Patek Philippe on its own is an 
incredibly rare and highly sought-after timepiece. Only 
349 examples of this reference were ever made within 
a 35-year production run. This reference is largely 
considered amongst collectors to be the ultimate 
Patek Philippe – combining singularity and exceptional 
craftsmanship. Replacing the 1518, this perpetual 
calendar chronograph features the triple subsidiary 
dial, day and date aperture and pushers to 2 and 4, 
all within a 37mm yellow gold, rose gold and the rarest 
of all platinum case (only two platinum 2499s were 
ever made). 
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Following Lennon’s untimely death in December 
1980, the watch was recorded and placed into 
storage. It is purported that from here the watch 
was stolen by Yoko Ono’s former private driver, Koral 
Karsan who was later charged in 2017. In 2014 
however, the watch was sold through private treaty  
by Auctionata for €600,000 to an Italian collector. 

The watch was subsequently taken to Christie’s 
Geneva, who contacted Yoko Ono’s solicitor to 
enquire about the watch and its provenance. It was 
at this point, nearly 35 years later that Ono discovered 
the watch had been stolen. In 2015 a contest was 
raised, and the watch was placed in a ‘consignment-
escrow agreement,’ with each claimant declaring 
their rightful ownership of the watch. Now, nine years 
later the case has reached its final appeal at the 
Tribunal Fédéral, Switzerland, against a verdict that 
Ono is the owner of the watch. The case is expected  
to be settled within the year.

As the watch and pop culture worlds wait with 
bated breath to see the outcome of this court case 
and the eventual trajectory of the piece, it is natural 
that the market is reactionary, meaning that regular 
valuations are essential for any watch collection.

Prices for Patek Philippe ref 2499 are amongst the 
highest for the brand and continue to grow – a 
combination of their rarity, exceptional complication 
and place in the zeitgeist. Whether Lennon’s watch 
does make it to auction or not, the infamy and journey 
of this exceptional timepiece will surely continue to 
bolster and uplift the value of these rare timepieces. 
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Patek Philippe Reference 2499, 1st Series,  
yellow gold 1953 - Sotheby’s Hong Kong,  

13 Oct 2021, Lot 2262, 9,855,000 HKD

Patek Philippe 2499 4th series similar  
to Lennon’s sold for $818,600  

in 2020 at Sotheby’s.

Eric Clapton’s rare Patek Philippe 2499  
Platinum 1987 – Christie’s Geneva,  
Nov 12 2012, Lot 1391, $3.6 million

John Lennon’s Patek Philippe 2499  
and back inscription


