
Valentine’s Day is fast approaching, 
and this is undoubtedly a busy time 
for jewellers all over the world. An 
irrevocably sentimental art form, 
jewellery has been a tangible token  
of love for centuries. From the 
breathtaking Posy rings of the 
Medieval times to mysterious  
‘Lover’s Eye’ brooches fashionable 
in the Georgian era, symbolic and 
acrostic Victorian jewellery, all the  
way to modern day engagement  
rings, eternity rings and promise  
rings, jewellery has expressed  
love in many, many forms!

During this busy time in the retail sphere, much 
attention is given to jewellery for her. However, 
there are a stunning selection of pieces 
also suitable for showing your love to the 
gentleman in your life. The demand is there, 
Tiffany & Co. made brand history in October 
last year for launching their first ‘Tiffany Men’s’ 
collection, to cater to a wider audience and  
a keen consumer base. With that in mind, here 
is a ‘jewellery gift guide’ for that special man  
in your life, with examples ranging from the  
19th century all the way to the present day. 

Rings

Understandably, rings on Valentine’s Day are 
certainly sending a very strong message but as 
a gift for a spouse, a special dress ring could be 
the perfect piece! According to GHQ Magazine, 
rings are the top male jewellery trend of 2024. 
Citing inspiration from the likes of Harry Styles, 
bold, stacked rings are the accessory of the year.

Whilst most will steer away from Harry’s 
maximalist styling, the ring is the classic token 
of enduring love and affection, symbolised in 
its circular form. Ideas for gifts could include 
a classic signet ring in a heavy gauge and 
engraving for everyday wear, perhaps a 
fascinating gemstone intaglio for a history  
lover or decorated with enamelled detailing  
that is highly personal to the wearer. 

Intaglio jewellery, particularly early and 
crystalline gem-set pieces sold exceptionally 
well at auction in 2023, and continue to 
exponentially rise in value, so it is extremely 
important to ensure your items possess an  
up-to-date insurance valuation.
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A 19th century garnet intaglio ring, possibly depicting 
Caesar Augustus. Thought to be one of the lost 

Marlborough gems. Sold at Fellows in 2023 for £90,000. 



Unique band rings are also an easy style 
to incorporate into a jewellery rotation 
and update a look. Adding silver, gold, or 
platinum bands are an easy way to enhance 
an ensemble. Part of Tiffany’s 2023 ‘Forge’ 
collection, this unique linked band is available 
in silver and blackened silver finishes and form 
a great entry piece for collectors. Another 
iconic gold band is the classic ‘B.Zero1’ ring 
by Bulgari, retailing at £3,200. This design was 
debuted in 1999 and has become a classic,  
for its unique spiral design, generous 
proportions, and striking double logo.

Cufflinks

For a more classic look, a beautiful pair of 
cufflinks will always be in style. Pairs of cufflinks set 
in gold or platinum and paired with gemstones 
rating higher on the Moh’s scale of hardness 
such as diamond, sapphire and topaz will ensure 
a gift that can be worn again and again. 

As a rule, cufflinks that retain and increase in 
value are those by well-known and revered 
makers. Early 20th century antique cufflinks 
from the likes of August Frederik Hollming 
for Fabergé, set with precious gemstones, 
ornamented with the maker’s famed enamel, 
and bearing maker’s marks would be the 
perfect gift for any discerning collector. 

Without a doubt, Cartier produced an 
exceptional array of fine cufflinks and dress 
sets from the early 20th century onwards. With 
an exceptional and varied output spanning 
decades, styles, gemstones, and featuring 
designs from the ostentatious to the refined, 
and the timeless to the novelty, these cufflinks 
are amongst the most sought-after at auction, 
with diamond-set examples selling for in excess 
of £52,000 (Christies, Auction 15493, 2018).

Particularly stylish and useful are the 
‘interchangeable’ or ‘baton’ cufflinks that  
were introduced by Cartier in the 1960s and  
also produced by celebrated jewellers such 
as André Vassort, Boucheron, and Van Cleef 
& Arpels. Cleverly designed with a fixed gold 
bar mount and a series of gemstone batons 
or terminals that could be swapped and 
changed to match the wearer’s mood, these 
wonderful cufflinks have become increasingly 
sought-after in the last couple of years.
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A sterling silver Tiffany ‘Forge’ ring. Retailing for £650.

An 18ct gold Bulgari ‘B.Zero1’ ring. Retailing for £3,200.

An early 20th century gentleman’s sapphire dress set by 
Cartier, circa 1910. Set with calibre cut sapphires and within 

original fitted case. Sold by Bonhams in 2012 for £15,000.

A pair of gold baton cufflinks by Boucheron with 
interchangeable baton terminals including onyx,  
turquoise, lapis lazuli, coral, malachite, and gold,  

in a fitted Boucheron case. Sold by Woolley & Wallis  
in 2022 for £3,500. 

https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-6151605


Necklaces

A necklace is also a great idea for a Valentine’s 
gift for him. Ever increasing in popularity, the 
Google search for ‘Men’s pendant necklaces’ 
increased over 900% from 2021-22. For a unique 
and personalised gift, consider purchasing an 
antique or mid-century piece, and consider 
which metal, link design, style of clasp, and 
length would be your partner’s preference. 
As one would expect, unique links, designer 
attributions and heft all play a part in the 
intrinsic value of the piece, so choose carefully 
especially when buying through retail.

Whether it is a ring, pair of cufflinks, a necklace, 
or another piece of jewellery entirely that you 
treat your significant other with this Valentine’s 
Day, do make sure that you buy a piece 
that has that personal feel and sentimental 
value. Buying second hand and at auction 
are fantastic ways to procure items that are 
beautifully one-of-a-kind.  

The jewellery market is ever-changing, and 
values are increasing all the time, so make sure 
you consider a comprehensive valuation of  
your items to ensure adequate cover and 
peace of mind. For further information on our 
nationwide valuation services, contact us  
via enquiries@doerrvaluations.co.uk. 
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A 1970s Boucheron chain necklace.  
Sold at Bonhams 2023 for £17,000

A silver Streamline chain necklace by  
David Yurman, retailing from £2,350.
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