
Dale Chihuly is an Internationally renowned American glass artist known for 
his innovative and intricate glass sculptures and installations. He was born on 
September 20, 1941, in Tacoma, Washington, USA. Chihuly’s early life played  
a significant role in shaping his career as an artist, here are some key points. 

Family Background
Dale Chihuly was raised in a middle-class family in Tacoma, Washington. His father worked  
as a meatpacker and union organiser, while his mother was a homemaker.

Early Interest in Art
Chihuly developed an early interest in art and began working with glass in the early 1960s 
while studying interior design at the University of Washington in Seattle. During this time, he 
had the opportunity to work at the Venini glass factory in Venice, Italy, which ignited his 
passion for glassblowing.

Education
After completing his undergraduate studies, Chihuly pursued a Master of Fine Arts (MFA) 
degree in ceramics at the Rhode Island School of Design (RISD). 

Founding Pilchuck Glass School
In 1971, Chihuly co-founded the Pilchuck Glass School in Stanwood, Washington. This school 
played a crucial role in the development of the American studio glass movement, providing 
a space for artists to experiment and collaborate with glass as a medium.

Artistic Influences
Chihuly was influenced by various artistic movements and styles, including the Murano Italian 
glassblowing tradition, Native American art, and the Studio Glass Movement. His work often 
combines traditional glassblowing techniques with contemporary artistic concepts.

Career Development
Dale Chihuly’s early career was spent in experimentation and innovation in glass art, which 
resulted in the production of his best-known series of glass sculptures, including the iconic 
Macchia and Persian series. 

International Recognition
Over the years, Chihuly’s work has gained international acclaim, and he has become  
one of the world’s best known and most prominent glass artists. Here are just six of his  
most famous and widely recognised works and projects.
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1. Chihuly Garden and Glass (Seattle, Washington): 
This is not a single artwork but a comprehensive 
collection of Chihuly’s glass sculptures and installations 
located in Seattle Center. The exhibition features some 
of his most iconic pieces, including the Glasshouse, a 
stunning glass structure inspired by conservatories,  
and the stunning Chandelier Walkway. 

2. Macchia Series: Chihuly’s Macchia series is 
among his most famous. These large, brightly 
coloured, and intricately patterned glass bowls 
have become synonymous with his name.  
The Macchia series showcases his mastery  
of glassblowing techniques and his use of  
vibrant colours. 

3. Persian Ceiling: The Persian Ceiling installation is 
a breathtaking display of Chihuly’s glass artistry. It 
features hundreds of hand-blown glass elements 
suspended from the ceiling, creating a mesmerising 
and immersive experience for viewers.

4. Seaform Series: Chihuly’s Seaform series consists of 
delicate, organic-shaped glass sculptures inspired by 
underwater life. These works often feature intricate 
combinations of colours and shapes, reflecting the 
beauty of marine ecosystems.

5. Chihuly Over Venice: In 1996, Chihuly orchestrated 
an ambitious project called “Chihuly Over Venice,” 
where he and his team created a series of glass 
installations installed in various locations across  
the city of Venice, Italy. This project showcased 
Chihuly’s ability to blend his glass art with historic  
and iconic settings.
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Chihuly's body of work extends far beyond these few examples, and his contributions to  
the world of glass art are extensive and influential. 

Here are some lesser-known facts about Dale Chihuly:

Early Interest in Interior Design: Before becoming a renowned glass artist, Chihuly initially 
pursued a degree in interior design at the University of Washington. His interest in design 
played a role in his creative approach to glass art and sculpture.

Inspiration from Indigenous Art: Chihuly has drawn inspiration from indigenous art and 
cultures around the world. In particular, he has been influenced by Native American art,  
and some of his works incorporate elements reminiscent of Native American basketry  
and design.

Innovation in Glassblowing: Chihuly is known for his innovative techniques in glassblowing.  
He introduced the concept of the “team approach” to glassblowing, where he works closely 
with a team of skilled artisans who help bring his intricate and large-scale designs to life.

Blind in One Eye: In 1976, Chihuly was involved in a car accident in which he lost vision in 
one eye after being struck by a metal rod. Despite this life changing injury for any artist 
working in any medium, he continued to create glass art and adapted his techniques to 
accommodate his visual impairment.

Collections in Unusual Places: Chihuly’s work can be found in some unexpected places. 
In addition to galleries and museums and private homes his glass sculptures have been 
displayed in unique locations such as botanical gardens, casinos, and even underwater.  
For example, his glass installations have been featured in underwater settings like aquariums 
and also Venice during his “Chihuly Over Venice” in 1996, see 5 on previous page. 

After looking at some of the images of Dale’s huge installations and projects you would be 
forgiven for thinking that owning a piece is only possible for the elite collector with deep 
pockets and lots of space! Happily, Dale makes some beautiful table size and smaller single 
pieces that all use the exact same wonderfully uplifting ‘hot’ colours and flowing shapes.  
The first Exhibition of Dale’s work I saw was at the Halcyon Gallery London in January 2108.  
I remember being blown away by the vibrancy of his colours and the sheer energy and scale 
of the larger pieces and the gem like qualities of the smaller works which were all beautifully 
displayed in elegant glass display cases. 

Chihuly’s works come up at auction fairly regularly and also appear on the art selling sites, 
Artsy and 1st Dibs, I have made a small selection of auction sales with prices and estimates 
as a guide and some currently available pieces for sale on these two main selling sites, which  
I hope will further wet your appetite for works by the master of glass, Dale Chihuly.

6. “Fiori di Como” at Bellagio Hotel and Casino: One 
of Chihuly’s most famous and expensive installations 
is the ceiling piece “Fiori di Como” in the lobby of the 
Bellagio Hotel in Las Vegas. While the exact cost of 
this installation is not publicly disclosed, it is rumoured 
to be worth several million dollars.



Call us today to enquire about an appointment on 01883 722736 or email
enquiries@doerrvaluations.co.uk or visit our website www.doerrvaluations.co.uk

Dale Chihuly (born 1941)
Ruby and Crystal Chandelier 2000

Bonham’s
25 October 2018, 13:00 PDT
Los Angeles

Sold for US$62,500 inc. premium 

LOT 318W

Dale Chihuly (born 1941)
Early Macchia 1982

Bonham’s
25 July 2023, 10:00 PDT
Los Angeles

Sold for US$7,040 inc. premium

LOT 299

Dale Chihuly (born 1941)
Parrot Green Persian Set 2001

Bonham’s 
25 July 2023, 10:00 PDT
Los Angeles

Sold for US$4,864 inc. premium

LOT 297

Dale Chihuly (born 1941)
Cobalt Blue Basket with Cadmium Red Lip Wrap 1994

Bonham’s 
25 July 2023, 10:00 PDT
Los Angeles

Sold for US$4,480 inc. premium

LOT 298

https://www.bonhams.com/auction/24982/lot/318/dale-chihuly-born-1941-ruby-and-crystal-chandelier2000blown-glass96-x-54-x-54in-244cm-x-137-x-137cm/
https://www.bonhams.com/auction/28445/lot/299/dale-chihuly-born-1941-early-macchia1982blown-glass-incised-chihuly-1982-on-the-undersideheight-8-34in-22cm-width-13in-331cm-depth-7-12in-19cm/
https://www.bonhams.com/auction/28445/lot/297/dale-chihuly-born-1941-parrot-green-persian-set2001for-portland-press-blown-glass-with-plexi-display-case-signed-and-dated-chihuly-pp01-on-the-smaller-componentheight-of-larger-component-8in-203cm-width-11-34in-298cm-depth-8-34in-222cm/
https://www.bonhams.com/auction/28445/lot/298/dale-chihuly-born-1941-cobalt-blue-basket-with-cadmium-red-lip-wrap1994for-portland-press-blown-glass-etched-pp-94-chihuly-on-underside-together-with-black-and-clear-plexiglas-caseheight-7-12in-19cm-width-8in-20cm-depth-9-12in-24cm/
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Dale Chihuly (born 1941)
Shantung Yellow Persian Set with Jasper Lip Wraps 2003

Bonham’s
15 June 2023, 11:00 EDT
New York

Sold for US$10,880 inc. premium 

  LOT 89

Dale Chihuly
Carnival Macchia with Red Lip, Signed Hand Blown 
Glass Contemporary Art, 2004

Artsy

Price: US$6,950

Dale Chihuly
Original Glass Gilded Silver and Gold Ice Chandelier 
with Ruby Accents w Free Installation, ca. 2004

Artsy

Price: US$150,000

Dale Chihuly
Macchia Glass Art Bowls, 1990s 

1st Dibs

Price: £8,367.20

https://www.bonhams.com/auction/28387/lot/89/dale-chihuly-born-1941-shantung-yellow-persian-set-with-jasper-lip-wraps2003-blown-and-applied-glass-height-5in-13cm-width-23in-585cm-depth-22in-56cm/
https://www.artsy.net/artwork/dale-chihuly-dale-chihuly-carnival-macchia-with-red-lip-signed-hand-blown-glass-contemporary-art
https://www.artsy.net/artwork/dale-chihuly-dale-chihuly-original-glass-gilded-silver-and-gold-ice-chandelier-with-ruby-accents-w-free-installation
https://www.1stdibs.com/en-gb/furniture/decorative-objects/bowls-baskets/decorative-bowls/dale-chihuly-macchia-glass-art-bowls/id-f_34716312/

