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With the Sotheby’s James Bond Poster sale on 5th of November this year, 
and a huge collection going under the hammer on the same day at Prop 
Store the market for movie posters has never been stronger, but is it the 
artwork, the iconic characters, or in fact the memories surrounding the 
time of their release that fans are buying into?

One of the highlights at the Sotheby’s sale is of course the original Bond 
film; “Dr No”- it’s 1962 production created one of the most valuable 
and recognisable franchises of all time and is still referred to as one of 
the best of the films ever released – the much delayed latest offering 
may give it a run for its money, but it’s doubtful. With a top estimate 
of £25,000 the UK issued poster outshines its American counterpart 
not only in value, but in style – these posters were designed to bring 
attention to the masses and of course the ever suave Connery holding 
a smoking pistol surrounded by scantily clad young ladies certainly did 
just that.

Away from the Bond sale, Prop Store has some iconic moments in film 
history all through the sale – “Jaws” from 1975 must be one of the most 
recognised film posters of all time, with the lone swimmer in the targets 
of the elusive shark ready to pounce, it instantly brings the legendary 
theme by John Williams to mind and probably helped to terrify a 
generation of beach swimmers for years to come, surprisingly with a low 
estimate of only a few hundred pounds, it seems good value to me.

So why has the humble poster become so valuable? The truth is that 
it’s simplicity and infinitely researched creation is designed to appeal to 
so many people that having the images of a promotional studio item 
is very appealing – one could argue (and many probably will) that an 
original film poster could be as important a piece of art socially as many 
of the wonderful pieces of top tier art that we see every year, just less 
exclusive.

So what poster would I have on my walls? Well, unfortunately for my 
wallet – Prop Store happens to have an original poster from “Raiders of 
The Lost Ark” the first in the fantastic trio of 1980s adventure classics 
(note purposeful non inclusion of the 2008 effort) and with a lead 
character so important to the era, one forgets that Indiana Jones wasn’t 
even part of the title for the first film.

An antiquity searching, Nazi killing, mid 20th century archaeologist with 
a battle cry of “It belongs in a museum!” Seems an unlikely hero, but for 
a young history obsessed schoolboy in Gloucestershire “Indie” quickly 
became my idol, and whilst my searches have never quite matched his, I 
would like to think there is still time….

Call us today to enquire about an appointment on 01883 722736 or email 
enquiries@doerrvaluations.co.uk or visit our website www.doerrvaluations.co.uk
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